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counting the cost - reminder

So I was left alone and saw this great vision; yet no strength was left in me, for my natural colour turned to 
a deathly pallor, and I retained no strength...

Then behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. He said to me, ‘O Daniel, 
man of high esteem, understand the words that I am about to tell you and stand upright, for I have now 
been sent to you’. And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling.

Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for 
the vision pertains to the days yet future

When he had spoken to me according to these words, I turned my face toward the ground and 
became speechless. And behold, one who resembled a human being was touching my lips. Then I opened 
my mouth and spoke and said to him who was standing before me, ‘O my lord, as a result of the 
vision anguish has come upon me, and I have retained no strength. For how can such a servant of my lord 
talk with such as my lord? As for me, there remains just now no strength in me, nor has any breath been 
left in me’

Then this one with human appearance touched me again and strengthened me. He said, 

’O man of high esteem, do not be afraid. Peace be with you. Take courage and be 
courageous!’

Daniel 10. various verses

health
warning



the story so far...



Revelation - context

•Patmos 96AD

•Domitian – 2nd great Christians persecution

• John – last surviving apostle / ‘witness’

• the only letter from Jesus Abigail Joy Bowen



Revelation - overview
The purpose of Revelation

to whom it is addressed , and Who it is from

an introduction from John to set the scene

the letters to the 7 churches

the 6 seals

(1st parenthesis: 144,000 of the tribes of Israel, and the martyrs from 

the tribulation)

the 7th seal

the 6 trumpets

(2nd parenthesis: the two witnesses)

the 7th trumpet

(3rd parenthesis: the woman, the dragon, the Beast, and the False 

Prophet)

the 7 bowls

the return of Christ

the Beast, his kings, armies, and the False Prophet vanquished

Satan imprisoned / Millennium commences

Millennium ends

Satan released then condemned

the Great White Throne Judgement

New heaven and New earth

the New Jerusalem

the great invitation to ‘come’

the amen



Moses describes the greatest prophet of all...

The LORD your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from among you, from 
your countrymen, you shall listen to 
him...

...The LORD said to me, ‘They have spoken 
well. I will raise up a prophet from 
among their countrymen like you, and I 
will put My words in his mouth, and he 
shall speak to them all that I command 
him

Deut 18.15-18

JESUS

‘The Spine’
1st great prophetic 
discourse

Revelation
2nd great prophetic 
discourse



building the prophetic foundation

sorrows

phobetron

tribulation

Jesus returns

the spine of prophecy

Book of Revelation

other Biblical prophetic sources

1st

2nd

3rd



seals, bowls & trumpets

21 groups of events...



the 7 seals

• carry authority
• demonstrate ownership
• ‘seal of approval’
• whose seal ?
• who can open ?

Great Seal of
Elizabeth I

1st seal – ‘white horse’ - conquest / war 
2nd seal – ‘red horse‘ - conflict / killing
3rd seal – ‘black horse’ - scarcity / inflation / famine
4th seal – ‘pale green horse’ - mass deaths / ‘Death & Hades’
5th seal – many martyrs
6th seal – cosmic signs / heaven departs / geological change / 
‘The Great Day of His Wrath’
7th seal – (30m silence) / prayers onto the altar / angelic fire 
/ voices /thunder / lightnings / earthquake



the 7 trumpets

• wakening, warning, worship & warfare
• important occasions
• Feast of Trumpets:

• 1st new Moon of the 7th month (September) Lev 23.24

• Rosh Hashanah – Yom Kippur – Feast of Tabernacles
• starts Jewish new year
• 7 days of ‘affliction’ for Jews
• Christians traditionally associate with ‘rapture’

1st trumpet – hail, fire & blood / 1/3
rd trees & grass burnt up

2nd trumpet – great mountain cast into sea / 1/3
rd sea to blood / 1/3

rd ships & 
sea life destroyed
3rd trumpet – ‘Wormwood’ star falls from heaven / 1/3

rd waters poisoned / 
men die
4th trumpet – 1/3

rd sun, moon & stars darkened / daylight shortened
5th trumpet – 5 month demonic mass-attack on men
6th trumpet – gathering at Armageddon 
7th trumpet – the Kingdom comes



the 7 bowls

• fluid poured out
• sense of ‘rapid emptying’
• El Shaddai (God Almighty) is the ‘pourer forth’ or ‘All Sufficient One’
• Holy Spirit poured out at Pentecost
• revealed in power to supply need (Breast)
• ‘out-pouring’ can also be judgmental (Wrath / Flood)

1st bowl – horrible, diseased sores on men who wear 666 and worship the 
Beast
2nd bowl – sea turns to blood / all at sea die
3rd bowl – rivers & aquifers become blood
4th bowl – men scorched by the Sun / they blaspheme / refuse to glorify God 
(choice)
5th bowl – seat of the Beast judged / darkness / blasphemy / no repentance
6th bowl – Euphrates dried up / demonic miracles / gathering of ‘kings’ to 
battle
7th bowl – ‘It is done!’ / greatest earthquake / Jerusalem divided into 3 / 
Babylon judged / giant hailstones



seals, bowls & trumpets

how to 
arrange ?



5 laws of Revelation

Law #1
‘first and last’

Law #2
‘seals pre-eminent’

Law #3
‘the Spine defines the 

order’

Law #4
‘simple chronology’

Law #5
‘trumpets and bowls co-

incident’

Jesus is the first and last, Alpha & Omega, the Beginning and 

the End. He alone is ‘worthy’ to open the seals. The end-time 

schedule must commence with the 1st seal and conclude with 

the last. 

The seals are given before the revelation of the trumpets 

and bowls. Each seal will always precede the same 

numbered trumpet or bowl

The ‘Spine of Biblical Prophecy’ is defined by Matt 24, Mark 13 

and Luke 21. This is the chronological template for arranging the 

events under the seals, trumpets and bowls.

The 2nd seal must come after the 1st seal and the 4th seal after 

the 3rd and so on. The 3rd trumpet must come after the 2nd 

trumpet and the 4th after the 3rd etc 

The events described by the 1st bowl / 1st trumpet seem 

identical; also with the 2nd trumpet / 2nd bowl etc. The events 

described for trumpets & bowls are therefore co-incident unless 

obviously different.



seals, bowls & trumpets – arranged by the 5 Laws

trumpets

1st the earth

2nd the sea

3rd rivers & springs

4th the heavens

5th demonic outpouring

6th Armageddon

7th Jesus’ return

bowls

1st the earth

2nd the sea

3rd rivers & springs

4th the heavens

5th Beast’s kingdom smitten

6th Armageddon

7th Jesus’ return

seals

1st conflict

2nd killing

3rd famine

4th death

martyrs5th

great day
of wrath

6th

prayers of
the saints

7th

sorrows

phobetron

7 years of 
tribulation

return of 
Christ 

‘Spine’



Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His 
disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him. And He 
said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not 
one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn 
down.”
As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him 
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what 
will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”
And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one 
misleads you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am 
the Christ,’ and will mislead many. You will be hearing of wars and 
rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those 
things must take place, but that is not yet the end. For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various 
places there will be famines and earthquakes. But all these things 
are merely the beginning of birth pangs.
“Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you 
will be hated by all nations because of My name. At that time many 
will fall away and will betray one another and hate one 
another. Many false prophets will arise and will mislead 
many. Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will 
grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he will be 
saved. This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will 
come.
“Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was 
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let 
the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to 
the mountains. Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to 
get the things out that are in his house. Whoever is in the field must 
not turn back to get his cloak. But woe to those who are pregnant 
and to those who are nursing babies in those days! But pray that 
your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. For then there 
will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the 
beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. Unless those days 
had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake 
of the elect those days will be cut short.
Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He 
is,’ do not believe him. For false Christs and false prophets will arise 
and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, 
even the elect. Behold, I have told you in advance. So if they say to 
you, ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, or, ‘Behold, He 
is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them. For just as the lightning 
comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will 
the coming of the Son of Man be. Wherever the corpse is, there the 
vultures will gather.
“But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE

DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL

FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF

MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great 
glory. And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT

TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of the sky to the other. 

And while some were talking about the temple, that it was 
adorned with beautiful stones and votive gifts, He said, “As 
for these things which you are looking at, the days will come 
in which there will not be left one stone upon another which 
will not be torn down.”
They questioned Him, saying, “Teacher, when therefore will 
these things happen? And what will be the sign when these 
things are about to take place?”
And He said, “See to it that you are not misled; for many will 
come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time is 
near.’ Do not go after them. When you hear of wars and 
disturbances, do not be terrified; for these things must take 
place first, but the end does not follow immediately.”
Then He continued by saying to them, “Nation will rise 
against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will 
be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and 
famines; 
And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.
“But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you 
and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and 
prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My 
name’s sake. It will lead to an opportunity for your 
testimony. So make up your minds not to prepare 
beforehand to defend yourselves; for I will give you utterance 
and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to 
resist or refute. But you will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death, and you will be hated by all because of My 
name. Yet not a hair of your head will perish. By your 
endurance you will gain your lives.
“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, 
then recognize that her desolation is near. Then those who 
are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are 
in the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the 
country must not enter the city; because these are days of 
vengeance, so that all things which are written will be 
fulfilled. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 
are nursing babies in those days; for there will be great 
distress upon the land and wrath to this people; and they will 
fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all 
the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
“There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the 
earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of 
the sea and the waves, men fainting from fear and the 
expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN A CLOUD with 
power and great glory. But when these things begin to take 
place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”

New American Standard Bible (NASB)

As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples *said to Him, 
“Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful 
buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be 
torn down.”
As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter 
and James and John and Andrew were questioning Him privately, “Tell 
us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these 
things are going to be fulfilled?”
And Jesus began to say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 
Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will mislead 
many. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 
frightened; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end. For 
nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there 
will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be famines. These 
things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.
“But be on your guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you 
will be flogged in the synagogues, and you will stand before governors 
and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them. The gospel must first be 
preached to all the nations. When they arrest you and hand you over, 
do not worry beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever 
is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy 
Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and 
children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. You 
will be hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to 
the end, he will be saved.
“But when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION standing where it 
should not be (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea 
must flee to the mountains. The one who is on the housetop must not 
go down, or go in to get anything out of his house; and the one who is 
in the field must not turn back to get his coat. But woe to those who are 
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! But pray 
that it may not happen in the winter. For those days will be a time 
of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the 
creation which God created until now, and never will. Unless the Lord 
had shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the 
sake of the elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days.
And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, 
‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; for false Christs and false 
prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead 
astray, if possible, the elect. But take heed; behold, I have told you 
everything in advance.
“But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED AND

THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from 
heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power 
and glory. And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the 
earth to the farthest end of heaven.

Matthew 24
Luke 21

Mark 131st (public) prophecy
2nd (private) prophecy

beginning
of sorrows

persecution,
endurance, 

& the gospel

abomination
of desolation

false christs
& prophets

Jesus’
return

the 
phobetron

signs in sun, 
moon & stars



seals 1-4 – beginning of sorrows
false messiahs, conflict, killing, famine & death



trumpets/bowls 1-4 – the Phobetron
earth’s seas/rivers/springs & the heavens

TB#1: hail, fire and blood; 1/3rd of 

trees & grass burnt; sores come 

upon those bearing 666 & who 

worship him (interim judgment #1)

TB#2: a great burning mountain cast 

into the sea; 1/3rd of sea becomes 

blood; 1/3rd of sea creatures die; 

1/3rd of ships destroyed; the death of 

all at sea

TB#3: 1/3rd of rivers & springs 

become bitter; rivers become blood

TB#4: 1/3rd of the sun, moon & stars 

becomes darkened; sunburn & 

blasphemy (interim judgment #2)

key: Luke 21.11b



Mount Tambora eruption - April 1815



Cumbre Vieja – Canary Islands



south Atlantic geomagnetic anomaly



Carrington event - 1859



seal 5 - tribulation starts
martyrs

I saw under the Altar 
the souls of them slain 
for the Word of God, 
and for the testimony 

that they held

Mod 5

Antichrist &
tribulation

‘how long oh Lord 
holy and true will 
You not judge and 
avenge our blood 

on them that dwell 
on the earth ?’



trumpet/bowl 5&6 - tribulation continues
demonic frenzy / interim judgment on Beast’s followers / Armageddon

Mod 5

Antichrist &
tribulation

the Pit opened.
locusts sting those not sealed by God.
(interim judgment #3)

darkness upon the Beast’s kingdom
men knaw their tongues in pain & 
blaspheme, but don’t repent (interim 

judgment #4)

Euphrates dries up - army of 200M 
crosses over, & kills 1/3rd by fire, smoke 
& brimstone.
(men still don’t repent)

unclean spirits from 
mouth of Beast & False 
Prophet.



bowl 7 – Babylon
God ‘s wrath visited upon it

Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great! She has become a 
dwelling place of demons 
and a prison of every 
unclean spirit, and a prison 
of every unclean and hateful 
bird.
For all the nations have 
drunk of the wine of 
the passion of her 
immorality, and the kings of 
the earth have 
committed acts 
of immorality with her, and 
the merchants of the earth 
have become rich by 
the wealth of her sensuality

pleasure

trade &
commerce

sexual 
immorality

martyrdom

witchcraft

pride

intoxication

riches

demonic
activity



seals 6&7 / trumpet 7 / bowl 7 – Jesus returns
the great day of His wrath

Mod 7

Thy Kingdom 
come (I)

lightning, thunder, voices, a great earthquake
Sun darkened, Moon turns to blood, stars fall

‘IT IS DONE !’



completing the sequence - Revelation 19-22 
Babylon →Millennium → New heaven & earth

return 
of 

Christ 

new heaven & earth
(Rev 21)

great 
white
throne

Millennium (Rev 20)

fall of Babylon
(7th bowl)

Beast & false 
prophet vanquished
Satan bound

Satan released / condemned

READ REV 20.1-10



the journey ahead...

BETTER

WORSE

NOW FUTURE

Tribulation

Christ’s return

Phobetron

for believers ?

for the unsaved ?

Sorrows

Mod 1

the spine of 
prophecy

Mod 2

key to 
Revelation

Mod 4

chosen people, 
promised land

Mod 6

geography
& judgment

Mod 7
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tribulation

Mod 8
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End-Time
Survivor

Millennium / 
eternity future



‘a dispensation suitable to the fullness of the 

times’ 1.10

‘in the ages to come He might show...’ 2.7

‘the dispensation of God’s grace’ 3.2

‘in other ages’ 3.5

‘...the mystery which for ages has 

been hidden’ 3.9

Ephesians

God, after He spoke 

long ago to the fathers 

in the prophets in many 

times and in many 

ways, in these last 

days has spoken to us 

in His Son, whom He 

appointed heir of all 

things, through whom 

also He made the ages
Hebrews 1.1-2

(plural ages past)

(plural ages future)

big picture 
> ages, dispensations, times & seasons



big picture 
> ages, dispensations, times & seasons

ages – (Gr ‘aion’)

= a period of time,
‘forever’, worlds

dispensation – (Gr ‘oikonomia’) 

= the management or 
administration of a household

God speaks ‘in many times and in many ways’ but He never changes & never will.
‘I AM the same yesterday, today and forever’

‘I change not’

some truths... 
• can be read across ‘ages’
• are particular to a specific ‘age’
• were / are hidden in preceding ‘ages’

Golden rule: don’t arbitrarily 
read truth from one ‘age’ into 
another

the ‘end of the age’ refers to the age of grace

‘times’ (Gr: ‘chronos’) – the length of the period
& ‘seasons’ (Gr: ‘kairos’) – the characteristics of the period



bigger picture 
> from everlasting to everlasting

a notional view...

age or

dispensation

primarily

relates to

ref when

1. ETERNITY PAST Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit

Gen 1.1-25

Prov 8.22-31

John 1.1-3

‘In the beginning... ’

From EVERLASTING to Adam

2. INNOCENCE Adam & Eve Gen 1.26 - 2 From Adam to the  Fall

3. PATRIARCHAL All Mankind Gen 2 - Ex 20 From the Fall to the Law

4. LAW (PROPHETS) Israel Only Ex 20 - Cross From the Law to the Cross

5. GRACE or CHURCH Israel & Church Cross - Return From the Cross to Jesus' Return

6. MILLENNIUM Israel & Church Rev 20 From Jesus' Return for a period of 

1000 years

7. ETERNITY FUTURE Israel & Church Rev 21-22 From end of Millennium to 

EVERLASTING

New Heavens and New Earth

‘even from everlasting to everlasting You are God....a thousand years in your sight are 
like  yesterday when it is past...’

Ps 90 a prayer of Moses



tribulation

the spine – generic timeline

sorrows

phobetron

T1

return of 
Christ 

abomination
of desolation

T3

Sun, Moon
& stars

T2

T4



consolidated end-time big picture
- spine + seals/trumpets/bowls + Rev 20-22

Millennium (Rev 20)

sorrows

phobetron

tribulation

abomination of desolation

new heaven & earth
(Rev 21)

great 
white
throne

Grace / Church age



Law
(PROPHETS)

eternity future

return of 
Christ 

Millennium (Rev 20)

age / dispensation

where are we 
now ?

Mod 3

the gathering 
storm



Who opens the seals ?

at Whose command are the trumpets blown ?

at Whose command are the bowls emptied ?


